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PRESS RELEASE 2008 – FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

For this exhibition Brian McClave will create a video installation to present four of his most recent projects that deal with science’s relationship to art. McClave’s films will be shown opposite each other, with each screen presenting two of the artist’s characteristically stereoscopic time-based works. To comprehend fully what is happening in front of them, visitors will need to wear 3-D glasses, which will enhance the artificial circumstances of each work’s reception, and allow the experience of the natural world to occur in an awe-inspiring way.

The spectacular character of McClave’s work presents itself in a number of different forms. Firstly, Aurora (2004), a five minute series of three-dimensional footage taken in Finnish Lapland of the Aurora Borealis, is a record of the largest natural phenomena that can be filmed stereoscopically from earth. The artist is interested in a form of ‘Lilliputism’, a concept that is derived from Gulliver’s Travels (1726), where a form of shrinking occurs; the beginning of the Aurora is approximately 100 miles up in the air, and what we see is McClave’s footage of something that often measures 800 miles across and is 500 miles deep. Developed with the atmospheric physicist George Millward, and taking two years to create five minutes of footage, Aurora not only investigates an experimental process in film – this is the first three-dimensional footage of the aurora to be created – but also produces a monumental representation that ruminates on ideas around landscape and the sublime.

Similarly, The Sun (2008) was created in partnership with scientists at The Rutherford Appleton Space Station Laboratory. During a NASA mission called ‘Stereo’, a three-dimensional image of the sun was produced by using footage from two satellites that ran at different points on the arc of the earth’s circumnavigation. Similar to McClave’s groundbreaking work with the Aurora Borealis, the resulting footage marks the first representation of the sun in three dimensions. In the film we see the star pictured as a ball of fire; an awe inspiring burning sphere of fluorescent blue and green.

While The Sun and Aurora will be shown alternately on the same screen, McClave’s other films, Fossil (2000) and Wrestle (2008) will be projected opposite. The first of these, Fossil – a collaboration with the scientist Steven Mithen – was previously shown at The Sundance Film Festival and is a twenty minute three-dimensional pseudo documentary about the pre-history of the human brain. As a mixture of live and animated footage, this film originally came out of McClave’s personal interest in evolution, museum culture and documentary during a six month residency for the Year of the Artist commission at the University of Industry.

The fourth film Wrestle was made in partnership with the artists Gavin Peacock and Tom Wichelow. This depicts three-dimensional footage of two wrestling matches during a training session in Stoke-on-Trent. If wrestling isn’t really about fighting, and is more to do with pantomime than real pain, this film takes the viewer into the intimate spatial experience of fabricated reality, yet leaves us frightened and amused in equal measure. The subject was chosen as a simple metaphor for the current upheaval in Stoke, as the city is ripped apart through regeneration. It also developed from an idea that came during a visit to the recently renovated Victoria Theatre in the centre of the city. An enormous Victorian pipe organ occupies this space, and wrestling once took place in the building, so it was decided to set footage of the sport to pipe organ music and commission Claudia Molitor to write a musical score. The resulting film was installed in a semi-derelict church in Stoke once it had been completed.

Essentially, all of McClave’s films are collaborations in one form or another. The artist is interested in the crossover between art and science, in early photographic processes, their relationship to new technology, and a Heath Robinson approach to creativity, where bizarre contraptions lead to an innovative form of problem solving, and sometimes produce astounding results.

Brian McClave was born in Lancashire in 1966, and lives and works in Hove, East Sussex. 

For further information and images on this exhibition, please contact Ruth Downie, Focal Point Gallery’s Exhibition and Marketing Assistant on 01702 534 108 / ruthdownie@southend.gov.uk
Brian McClave ‘Collaborative Projects 2001 to 2009’ is generously supported by Southend Borough Council and Arts Council England, East.

EXHIBITION OPENING AND TALK
SATURDAY 17 JANUARY 12PM TO 2PM 

Please join us in the gallery to celebrate the opening of ’Collaborative Projects 2001 to 2009’ 

by Brian McClave. McClave will also be giving a talk (1pm to 1.30pm). Everyone is welcome, no 
invitation necessary.

Gallery open: Monday to Friday 9am to 7pm, Saturday 9am to 5pm. Closed Sunday & Bank 

Holidays
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